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KINGS MOUNTAIN, N.C. 


DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 


Kings Mountains is situated in a favorable location on the 
western edge of the Piedmont Crescent — an area enjoy- 
ing unprecedented growth in North Carolina. For the past 
few years Kings Mountain has been receiving someof the 
benefits of this growth. This is apparent in the increased 
sales and activity taking place in the downtown stores 
and businesses this 
activity has not been as great as in other cities located 
in the Piedmont. Some of the reasons for this are shown 
in the accompanying map which indicates a unique mar- 
keting situation for downtown Kings Mountain 


However, in business 
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People will usually trade in the largest city which is 
easily accessible to them and will go further distances 
for more specialized items such as clothing or home 
furnishings. Kings Mountain is located on the dividing 
line which separates Gastonia's trade area to the east 
and Shelby’s trade area to the west 
selection of merchandise and a larger number of stores in 
each of these cities and the driving time from Kings 


Mountain is approximately the same 


There is a greater 


In addition, the en- 
tire area is affected by the shopping facilities in Char- 
lotte, approximately an hour drive away. 


RETAIL SALES AND INCOME DATA 


WHAT 
INESS? 


The factors whichaffectacity’s ability to attract custom- 


IS CAUSING THIS LOSS OF POTENTIAL BUS- 


ers to its downtown stores are complex and can not be 
related to one single cause. The causes in Kings Moun- 
tain are numerous and include deficient physical struc- 
ture, traffic congestion, insufficient parking (according 
to a recent estimate, there is a shortage of approximately 
700 parking spaces during hours of peak demand), old 
inadequate buildings, lack of public facilities, lack of 
selection of merchandise, etc. All of these things must 
be improved if the downtown is to be renewed and com- 
pete with other downtown shopping areas 


WHAT |S BEINGDONE TOIMPROVE DOWNTOWN KINGS 
MOUNTAIN? 

In mid 1965, upon recommendation from the Kings Moun- 
tain Planning Board, two activities were initiated, 1- 
Planning studies of the downtown area were undertaken 
by the Division of Community Planning, and 2- A com- 
mittee, headed by local businessman John O. Plonk, Jr., 
was appointed by Mayor John Henry Moss to come up 
with suggestions for improving the Downtown area, Sub- 
committees on the various aspects of downtown develop- 
In addition 
to the separate actions of the various subcommittees, the 


ment were formed and immediately began work 


entire downtown committee voted to form a non-profit 
corporation, Kings Mountain Development Corporation, 
which would help in carrying out the plan. The subcom- 


mittees and their primary purposes were as follows, 


Kings Mountain Shelby Gastonia 
1962 Personal Income $13,052,000 $27,876,000 $76,296,000 
1963 Retail Sales $11,028,000 $38,290,000 $69,728,000 
Retail Sales percent 84.5% 137 4% 91.4% 


of income 


An examination of the figures in the table above indicates 
that both Shelby and Gastonia take in a larger portion of 
available money for retail sales purposes than does Kings 


Mountain 


Shelby is in the inviable position of taking in 


more money through its retail outlets than the amount 
earned by city residents 


Parking and Traffic Committee,Chairman Carl Mauney 


The parking and traffic committee is investigating the 
possibilities of forming a Parking Authority to help carry 
out the parking aspects of the downtown plan. In addition 
to this they are considering a number of traffic improve- 
ments suggested by the plan. One of the changes would 
be the extension of Cherokee Street up to King Street 
(this would become one of the main entrances to the 
shopping area). Another change being considered is the 
re-routing of Gold Street to eliminate the offset inter- 
section at Battleground Road. 


Downtown Appearance Committee, Chairman Bill Brown 


This committee has been busy deciding what should be 
done to improve the overall appearance of downtown Kings 
Mountain. After conducting a visual survey and meeting 
with architects and landscape architects, the committee 
has noted a number of things that should be done to im- 
prove appearance. One of the future goals is the adoption 
of basic principles of building design and improvement and 
the encouragement of the local businessmen to improve 
their stores accordingly. In addition to this, a general 
clean-up, fix-up campaign and sign control program are 


being considered. Other goals are concerned with pro- 
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motion of the development of the malls, landscaping and 
tree planting proposals in the adopted plan. 


Advertising and Promotion Committee, Chairman Charles 


Dixon 


This committee has been busy conducting surveys of the 
downtown merchants and of the consumers of the trade 
area. The results of these surveys will be very valuable 
in determining what the merchants and the people who 
shop in the stores think is needed in Kings Mountain. 
This committee was responsible for choosing the design 
of the emblem on the cover of this pamplet. This emblem 
will also be used in stationery and on a poster to indicate 


participation in the downtown improvement program. 


Organization and Finance Committee, Chairman William 
Herndon 


This committee has been involved with the establish- 
ment of some type of organizational set-up to effectively 
carry out the plans for Downtown Kings Mountain. In 
addition to the organization, they have been considering 
ways of financing the future improvements. The committee 
is considering methods of obtaining federal, state or 
private funds which may be used to implement the down- 
town plan. 
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JOUNTAIN, N. 


The Preliminary plan for Downtown Kings Mountain pre- 
sented on the preceding pages was developed by the Kings 
Mountain Planning Board in close cooperation with the 
Downtown Corporation. Technical assistance in dev- 
eloping the plan was provided by the staff of the Division 
of Community Planning. The following objectives were 
used as the primary design considerations for the plan: 


Creation of an orderly arranged dynamic center for 
business and civic activity in Kings Mountain. 


Creation of an efficient automobile circulation sys- 
tem and provision of adequate, conveniently located 
off-street parking facilities. 


Double fronting commercial structures to provide 
attractive entrances fromthe rear or interior portions 
of the block. 

Provision of an efficient attractive pedestrian cir- i ope 
culation system and the creation of a pedestrian Pt eis 
mall on Mountain Street. za 
Landscaping and other measures to improve the 


visual appearance of the Downtown area. 


The accompanying sketches and photos give an idea as 


to the way the redeveloped downtown area could look. 


A tree lined pedestrian mall is proposed for a two block 
portion of Mountain Street. Automobile traffic would be 
removed and the entire right-of-way developed for ped- 
estrian use. Planters, seats, pools, fountains and sculp- 
ture should be included as design elements, with the mall 
expensively landscaped toprovide adelightful atmosphere 
for shoppers to shop, relax and enjoy themselves. 


Small trees would line the sidewalk in front of the stores 
along Battleground Road and larger trees and shrubs would 


screen the railroad from view. A continuous canopy over ‘ 


a portion of the sidewalk and uniform business signs 


would help make the stores more attractive gs well as 
visually tie together the various types of architecture. 


ibrary 


Parking areas in the interior of the blocks would be 
organized and well planned. The lots would be paved and 
landscaped with shade trees. Pedestrian ways would lead 
from the off-street parking lots to the main shopping areas. 
These pedestrian ways would be paved walks and would 
be attractively landscaped. Many of the pedestrian ways 
would serve a duel purpose as service areas for trucks 
and delivery vehicles during the night and early morning 
hours when not in use for pedestrian circulation. Under 
ground wiring and centralized garbage containers would 
be incorporated into the improvements. 


Many of the commercial structures would be provided with 
(double fronted) to 
create attractive entrances from the interior parking areas. 


an additional ‘‘front’’ on the rear 
Improvements to the buildings should be coordinated with 
adjoining buildings tofit in with an overall visual scheme. 
Trash containers would be centralized and hidden from 


view. 


Pedestrian areas and walkways replace alleys along the 
back side of many buildings. All overhead wiring would 
be removed and placed underground. Tree plantings and 
general landscaping would create a pleasant shopping 


atmosphere. 
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CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA 


MAYOR - JOHN HENRY MOSS KINGS MOUNTAIN PLANNING BOARD 
MAYOR PRO TEM - T. J. ELLISON BOB MANER, CHAIRMAN 

RAY W. CLINE MRS. GEORGE HAUSER, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
NORMAN KING E. WILSON GRIFFIN, JR., SECRETARY 
W..S. BIDDIX MRS. J. E. HERNDON 

0. O. WALKER THOMAS A. TATE 


KINGS MOUNTAIN DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
CHAIRMAN - JOHN O. PLONK, JR. 


PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE ADVERTISING & PROMOTION COMMITT EE 
CHAIRMAN; CARL MAUNEY CHAIRMAN; CHARLES DIXON 
MEMBERS: B. S. PEELER, JR., WENDELL PHIFER, MEMBERS; ELMORE ALEXANDER, MISS HELEN HAY, 
CLYDE WHETSTINE, BOB MANER, MRS. MADGE WARLICK, HAYWOOD LYNCH, CHARLES BLANTON, BEN BRIDGES, 


MRS. J. E. HERNDON, SR. 


DOWNTOWN APPEARANCE COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION & FINANCE COMMITT EE 
CHAIRMAN: BILL BROWN CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM HERNDON 
MEMBERS: LOUIS DELLINGER, GLEE E. BRIDGES, MEMBERS; CARL MAUNEY, BILL FULTON, 
DAN FINGER, WILSON GRIFFIN, MRS. GEORGE HOUSER, PAUL McGINNIS, TOM TATE, GEORGE THOMASSON 


T. W. GRAYSON 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BY 
THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
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